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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



MARCH, 1844. 



MORE EXTRACTS FROM THRUSH'S LAST THOUGHTS ON WAR. 

War and the New Testament. — The New Testament is called the 
gospel of peace; and its divine founder, the Prince of peace. It contains 
not, as far as I can discover, a precept or command from Christ from which 
it can legitimately be inferred that it is lawful for his subjects to pursue 
warfare of any kind. The apostle James asks a question directly in point. 
"From whence come wars and fightings among you? Come they not 
hence, even of your lusts that war in your members ?" What, it may be 
asked, are those lusts, or pleasures (for so the word is translated in the 
margin of our Bibles) , from whence wars proceed? Are they not pride, 
ambition, envy, hatred, malice, covetousness ? And are not all these 
unholy lusts, or pleasures, expressly forbidden by our Saviour and his 
apostles ? Does not the whole of the New Testament abound with such 
prohibitions ? 

On the other hand, my lord, the practice of every Christian grace and 
virtue enjoined by our Saviour and his apostles, will be found to be totally 
irreconcilable with the military duties due from a soldier to his commanding 
oiEcer. War may rather be said to subvert and uproot the whole of the 
gospel at once, than to contradict any single precept or command. 

War and Christians. — They even seem to consider the work of 
human slaughter as one of the most honorable of all employments: and are 
as desirous to excel in the art, as if the honor of God, their duty to him, 
and their own salvation, depended on their military prowess. Not a few, 
like the Mahommedans, believe that if slain in battle, their passport to 
heaven is certain. With minds inflamed and irritated by artful manifestoes, 
and by the specious harangues of statesmen, priests, and public orators, 
Christians, instead of being ready to forgive injuries, and thus obtain the 
friendly offices of other nations, agreeably to the dictates of religion and 
true policy, frequently, for a trifling offence, demand instant satisfaction, 
with probably a threat, that, if not conceded, it will be enforced. What is 
called national honor, is on no account to be sacrificed; and the risk of ruin 
is to be hazarded rather than an insult forgiven. Thus nations are deluded 
into war; and war, when once begun, is generally continued, till want of 
men, or money, compels one or both parties to give up the sanguinary 
contest, and generally, without either party obtaining satisfaction. 

Among the numerous and direct causes of war, the most inveterate, and, 
from its long continuance, the most difficult to be removed, is the delusion 
that it is lawful for Christians — for the subjects of the Prince of peace, to 
engage in it, and even to make it a trade to live by in times of peace: that 
"it is lawful for them, when called upon by the magistrate, to wear 
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weapons, and serve in the wars;" hat it is not only sinless, but 
praise-worthy for Christians to dedicate themselves to the profession of 
arms. This prejudice, with some noble exceptions to the contrary, has 
existed in the world for more than sixteen centuries. I call it prejudice, my 
lord, because I think every thing which plainly contradicts the united voice 
of reason and revelation, deserves no better name. That this is the case 
with respect to war, I trust I have already demonstrated in the preceding 
letters. 

So long as princes shall be taught by the ministers of religion — the 
servants of the Prince of peace, that they possess the inherent, the divine 
right of making war; so long as young men of family and fashion, shall be 
volunteers in the service; so long as parents of the upper and wealthy 
classes of society, blinded by pride or avarice, shall avail themselves of 
this profession, as a convenient way of providing for the younger branches 
of their families, with little expense, and divested of the vulgarity of trade; 
so long will nations remain subject to all the evils, the vices, and the 
enormities arising from war. Is not war, my lord, the real cause of the 
privations and miseries of the laboring classes? Is it not the cause of the 
difficulties and dangers which threaten the rich with revolution ? 

All the Christian nations of Europe, whether of the Greek, the Roman, 
or the Protestant persuasions, have concurred in supporting this destructive 
illusion; and priests from each, appointed for the express purpose of giving 
a sanction to the slaughter of their brethren; priests ordained, and 
consecrated to this office, by archbishops, or bishops, the representatives, 
in a direct line, from the apostles of the Prince of peace! 

Standing Armies a cause of War. — Many of the causes of war 
remain yet to be noticed, but I must confine my remarks to a few. Among 
these, standing armies occupy a prominent station. By causing jealousy 
and rivalry between nations, they have a more powerful tendency to 
promote war than to maintain peace. As long as these armies remain, there 
must be work for them, and wars must be frequent. The expenses 
attending these are so great that their recurrence must, of necessity, become 
less frequent. This has, no doubt, been one of the unavoidable effects of 
our immense national debt. 

One of the great causes of war arises from these standing armies creating 
a new trade, or the profession of arms, as it is generally called. By it the 
parents of the middle, and even the highest classes of society, have an 
interest in promoting or continuing war, as it enables them to place their 
sons in stations where they may establish themselves in the world without 
the aid of capital, and divested of the vulgarity of trade and commerce. 
These, my lord, form a large and influential part of society, for there are 
few families of wealth, or rank, that have not either relatives, or near 
connections, in the navy or army. Is it not lamentable that all these should 
be placed in situations to wish for that which is destructive to society, to 
religion, and general happiness? At the conclusion of a war, hundreds of 
young men aspiring to promotion, feelingly lament that the contest 
was not continued a little longer, that they might have attained a 
higher grade in their profession, or a superior rate of half-pay to retire 
upon: although the attainment might have cost their country thousands of 
lives; and millions of national treasure! That anny -agents, army-contractors, 
army-tailors, cannon-founders, gun-makers, cutlers, and various other 
craftsmen, should incite men to war, may be accounted for on the very 
same principle that the silversmiths of Ephesus contended for the worship 
of the great goddess Diana. War, my lord, brings no small profit to the 
craftsmen I have enumerated; for it is by war they have their wealth. 
This conduct, my lord, seems not unnatural in men who, like the Ephesians, 
were worshippers of Diana: but that Christian princes, and nobles, with 
their sons, should receive pay for fighting their own battles — for protecting 
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their own estates-, seems not easy to account for. They may indeed excuse 
themselves on the plea that the profession of arms is not only sanctioned by 
the national church, but that the ministers of the church set the example 
by sending their sons into the army and navy; and not a few of them have 
thereby attained the highest honors and rank their sovereign, or country, 
could confer. It seems difficult, my lord, to account for this strange 
dereliction of duty on any other principle than , that when men once depart 
from the plain precepts of revealed religion , their hearts insensibly become 
" hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." 

Treatment of Seamen a source of inevitable Moral Debasement. — 
Seamen, my lord, are commonly considered as persons of vicious, idle, and 
thoughtless habits. This may be very true of them after being long 
employed in the naval service; but their character is often the very reverse 
of this when they enter, or rather when they are dragged into it. Seamen, 
at least those who are regularly brought up as such, are early accustomed 
to habits of industry, and they quit them with regret. They are trained to 
a laborious trade, which, in common with other trades, holds out to them 
the cheering prospect, which most good men look forward to as essential to 
a high degree of earthly happiness; — which is that, by good conduct, they 
may, in due time, be enabled to marry those they love, or afford support to 
aged or infirm parents. That men of these habits and views should, from 
a life of industry, be dragged into scenes of vice and debauchery, is deeply 
to be lamented. That they should be placed in situations likely to send 
them to their last dread account, " with all their sins upon their heads," is 
what you, my lord, and every pious minister of Christ, must particularly 
deplore. But vice and misery must ensue from every system which 
interferes with the sacred institution of marriage; an institution coeval 
with the creation, and with which the custom of impressment is in direct 
hostility. 

The eloquent advocate of the negro slaves in the West Indies, in his 
appeal on their behalf, says, "This cannot be surprising to any considerate 
mind. The supreme Ordainer of all things, in his moral administration of 
the universe, usually renders crime, in the way of natural consequences, 
productive of punishment; and it was surely to be expected that he would 
manifest, by some strong judicial sanction, his condemnation of practices, 
which are at war with the marriage institution, the great expedient for 
maintaining the moral order, and social happiness of mankind." 

The seaman, my lord, has long been treated by those very persons he 
protects, by nobles and legislators, as the off-scouring of society. The 
laws which afford protection to all other classes of subjects, hold out to him 
no protection. Alas! my lord, that human laws should interfere with the 
laws of God: the sacred laws of justice, judgment and mercy, benefit not 
him: the stern law of state-necessity, occupies their place. The seaman, 
by impressment, is not only forced from his wife and family — from every 
thing that can render life desirable to him — but is sent, perhaps for a few 
years^perhaps for life, without even being permitted to bid farewell to those 
most dear to him, to a distant, perhaps a sickly part of the globe: and this 
not merely to work, but to transgress one of the first principles of human 
nature — to fight and to kill those who have never injured him. If urged by 
humanity, or the all-powerful feelings of conjugal, or parental affection, he 
ventures in the hours of hopeless despair, to quit a situation into which he 
has been forced, he is liable to suffer death! Pause, I entreat your grace, 
as a peer of the realm, and as a legislator, to think on such a law, a law, 
which, if not enacted by your grace, continues to receive your sanction. Is 
it possible, my lord, that the successors of the apostles of Jesus can have 
any hand in upholding so unrighteous a law 1 When human laws thus run 
counter to the sacred laws of God, they necessarily produce the very evils 
they are intended to guard against: we kick against the pricks, and the 
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advocates for impressment cannot surely expect, in the present advancing 
state of knowledge, that a custom infinitely more galling than feudalism, 
will endure for ages after the feudal system has disappeared. Impressment 
was suited to the barbarous times in which it originated — times when the 
commanders of our ships were about as ignorant as their crews now are. 
Can it reasonably be expected that when knowledge shall break the fetters 
imposed by ignorance, seamen will continue to fight for laws, or legislators, 
that afford them no protection in return! For ages this has been the case! 

That the present system is one of imminent danger cannot be doubted; 
and no lover of his country can look back to our naval history in 1797, to 
which I have before alluded, without entertaining a strong conviction that 
the safety of a nation, depending upon an armed force supplied by 
impressment, rests upon a sandy foundation. In that ever to be remembered 
year, the force which has for ages been considered as the bulwark of our 
national safety and honor, was nearly proving the cause of our absolute 
downfall. This ought never to be lost sight of by the advocates for 
impressment; which, as it is the most wicked, is also one of the weakest 
parts of our present system of defence. It has already caused seamen to 
expatriate themselves by thousands, and even fight against the ungrateful 
country that gave them birth. It has rendered them desperate and ferocious; 
and, as outcasts of society, deprived of hope and protection from any laws, 
thousands of them have become fitted for piracy, or the very worst of 
crimes, as sad experience has proved. These crimes may, in no small 
degree, be traced to a disregard of the marriage institution. In speaking of 
the criminal intercourse between the sexes, Dr. Paley observes, " That it is 
a fact," however, it is accounted for, " that it corrupts and depraves the 
moral character more than any single species of vice whatsoever." He 
adds, " these indulgences in low life are usually the first stages of men's 
progress to the most desparate villanies; and in high life to that lamentable 
dissoluteness of principle which manifests itself in a profligacy of public 
conduct, and a contempt of the obligations of religion and moral probity." 

Standing armies are, like fleets, hostile to the marriage institution. They 
place a large number of men out of the pale of civilized society, rendering 
them pests rather than safeguards to mankind. Deprived of the means o'l 
enjoying conjugal happiness, they become its real enemies; and, instead of 
restoring females to virtue, and happiness, assist to support them in the 
paths of vice and profligacy. In the service of our country, even in time of 
peace, we have about one hundred thousand men, all in the prime, and 
vigor of manhood, placed in this situation. A large portion of them may 
probably be considered as an organized body of men at war with the marriage 
institution. I would here ask the admirers of Mr. Wilberforce, who so far 
from taking a decided part against war, was the steady friend of our warlike 
ministers, whether a nation keeping so many young men in a state of 
celibacy, or something worse, we may not expect, that " God will manifest, 
by some strong judicial sanction, his condemnation of a practice which is at 
war with the marriage institution; the great expedient for maintaining 
moral order, and the social happiness of mankind." 

The sin and profligacy consequent on a state warfare, are not extinguished 
by its cessation. The profligate and wicked, whom it has nourished, are 
ejected from naval seaports and garrison towns, and serve to spread a moral 
contagion throughout the whole mass of organized society. To this cause 
may probably, in no small degree, be attributed the degeneracy, and 
consequent poverty of the lower classes of mankind. Nor is the evil confined 
to them; its baneful influence is extended to the rich and the noble; for 
there are few of these that have not sons, or relatives in the army or navy." 



